Gregory Kunde honored on 2006 FoundersODay at ISU with Honorary Doctorate
(February 1 2006)

AFTER ALL THESE YEARS

Though he never officially received his college degree, he went on to surpass all
expectations, excelling in his chosen field of opera performance. Just a few credits shy
of his Bachelor of Arts Degree in Choral Conducting at the close of his fourth year of
college, he decided at the last moment to audition for Lyric Opera of Chicago’s Young
Artists Program. Kunde did not expect to land a post as an apprentice, but his rendition
of Donizetti’s “Una furtiva lagrima” made such an impression on listeners that he was
immediately accepted into the young artists’ program and soon found himself at
rehearsals and on the stage with some of opera’s greatest legends, including Pavarotti,
Milnes, Freni, and his soon-to-be mentor, tenor Alfredo Kraus. He has sung in the
greatest opera houses of the world and is regarded worldwide as the most elegant
and accomplished bel canto singer on the opera stage today.

But this career did not begin on the stage. Gregory Kunde attended Illinois State
University to become a choral conductor. And, now in its seventh season,
THE GREGORY KUNDE CHORALE has become known as the finest adult choral sound
throughout the Rochester region. Choral conducting is a passion with this musician and
though his work continues to take him around the globe, he has persevered to make this
dream a reality.

Last year, tenor Gregory Kunde returned to his “alma mater,” Illinois State University, to
speak at the 2005 commencement ceremonies of the College of Fine Arts in Normal,
Mlinois.

This year on Thursday February 16 2005, Gregory Kunde will be honored on the
University® annual FoundersODay. The tenor will be awarded an Honorary
Doctorate at that time, and will address the President, Provost, Deans of the various
colleges, and other invited dignitaries and guests.

Above is a photo taken at Commencement Ceremonies on Saturday, May
14, 2005. Mr. Kunde with Dean of the College of Fine Arts, Lon Gordon.




